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Scarbro Caro Bowl 2018 Week 5
Men – The Final
Tennis history was made on a balmy Auckland evening when the Karaka Tennis Club became the very first South Auckland club to win the Men’s Scarbro Caro Bowl competition.  They defeated Blockhouse Bay in a tight encounter to lift the trophy before a very supportive home crowd.  On paper Karaka were strong favourites with a truly international line-up of professional tennis players from England, Ireland, Germany and NZ.  Their chances improved even more after Blockhouse suffered a very early setback when Victor Romero was unable to play in the final due to a flight cancellation.  However, despite this hammer blow, Blockhouse Bay put up a valiant effort winning the bottom doubles and then claiming the No. 3 singles to lock up the tie at 2-2.  This left the match hanging on a tightrope with David O’Hare against George Stoupe at #2 and Seb Lavie facing young Aulky Wang to determine the winner for the season.  Knowing that a straight set win in either match would do the job, David O’Hare dominated his opponent and scored a straightforward victory to clinch the tie and a small slice of Auckland tennis history for his club.  The final was livestreamed for the first time ever and thousands of tennis fans across the world were able to tune in to the Tennis Auckland facebook page to witness the event.  Congratulations to both teams for reaching the final and to Karaka for hosting a wonderful final and becoming the first South Auckland club to put its name on the trophy.
Men - Playoff for 3rd and 4th
Defending champions Next Gen had to settle for third place this season when they defeated Cockle Bay in the play-off match.  Next Gen won both doubles matches to go into the singles with a 2-0 advantage.  They went on to win the first three singles to take the tie before young Kevin Fu overcame Gilles DeGouy to earn Cockle Bay a sole point. The relegation match between Remuera and Parnell is scheduled to be played on Friday 30 November at Remuera Tennis Club starting at 6pm.
Women 
Royal Oak will host the final of the Scarbro Caro Bowl Women’s competition after topping the points table at the end of round robin play.  Last year’s runners-up will take on Bucklands Beach who will be trying to emulate Karaka by winning the competition for the first time in the club’s history.  Bucklands Beach earned a spot in the final by beating Sunnyhills more easily than anticipated in Friday night’s encounter.  They swept all six matches to clear out from their close neighbour who finished in third place overall.  Kohi finished the season in fourth place after beating Campbell Park 4-2 while Parnell and Pompallier rounded out the table down below.  No teams will be relegated this season.  The Women’s Final of the Scarbro Caro Bowl is scheduled to be played on Friday 30 November at the Royal Oak Racquets Club starting at 6pm.
Go to the SCARBRO Caro Bowl section at www.tennisauckland.co.nz for full draws and results.
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